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We are finishing our summer series, “God’s Blueprint for a Healthy Church” based on 

the New Testament book of Titus, a letter the apostle Paul wrote to one of his disciples 
who assisted him in helping churches.  One last time: chapter one focuses on 
leadership, chapter two emphasizes discipleship, and chapter three has the theme, 
Living on Mission, looking at what it means to live faithfully in a non-Christian world.  
Today, we look at “Leading and Living in Community,” based on Titus 3:8-15.  An 
aspect of Living on Mission is reflecting the transforming power of the gospel as a 
community.  Today we see Paul outlining some ways the Cretan churches are to reflect 
the gospel as a community by addressing leaders and then the church community as a 
whole.  The church is to live as an alternative community that displays the transforming 
power of the gospel, thus being a light in the community. 

First, leaders are to center their teaching around grace (8).  He says verses three to 
seven are a trustworthy saying, and insisting on these things.  Let’s read those verses, 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions 
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one 
another.  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:3-7).”  Here is the 
point, we were hopelessly and helplessly as lost as everyone else God but in his love 
and goodness saved us, not because we deserved it or earned it but because of his 
mercy.  Our salvation, the actual event where we said yes to God is by regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit.  Wayne Grudem in his book Systematic Theology, 
defines regeneration as the secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us.  
In other words, we said yes because God did a prior work in us.  As a result, we receive 
eternal life.  Paul tells Titus I want you to insist on this reality, remind them, make it 
central to all your teaching.  God saves us and imparts new life to us so that we can live 
a life of good works.  Why does he say this?  Because as you recognize God’s grace in 
your life and rest in it, you fall more in love with him and trust him, and thus obey him.  
So, leaders are to center their teaching on God’s grace and secondly, leaders must 
correct the divisive.   

Leaders must correct the divisive (9-11).  Paul tells leaders to avoid some issues 
because some issues are not worth arguing about.  He mentions foolish controversies, 
speculation with no biblical support; speculation about genealogies; and then 
dissensions, arguing about things that are not sound doctrine.  He is talking about 
individuals who have rejected sound doctrine and are not willing to reason with you.  He 
is not talking about people struggling with truth.  If someone is not open to sound 
doctrine then any discussion is unprofitable and worthless.  Then he tells leaders how to 
deal with those who are creating division in the church.  Warn them once, twice, and 
then have nothing more to do with them!  He describes them as warped, twisted, and 



sinful.  Does that seem harsh and intolerant?  He is concerned about protecting the 
unity of the church and protecting the sheep (1:11; 2 Tim 2:16-18).  But he is also 
concerned for the purity of the church.  If the church is not united nor pure then it’s 
testimony is tarnished.  So, leaders are to center their teaching on God’s grace, then 
leaders are to correct the divisive, and third, the church is to be a supportive community.   

The church is to be a supportive community (12-13).  Paul wants to send Artemas or 
Tychicus to replace Titus (12).  He is making a leadership change and wants the Cretan 
churches to follow these new leaders.  Scripture tells us that God is sovereign in 
leadership placement (Acts 20:28).  Paul wants the churches to follow the incoming 
leaders (Heb 13:17).  He also asks them to support leaders who are being sent out in 
gospel ministry (13).  Send them quickly, that is, make sure they have the necessary 
resources to continue their work.  Are you generous towards the cause of Christ?  
Sometimes an individual will tell me they cannot afford to give and in extreme 
circumstances that may be true but generally we don’t give because we have 
mismanaged what we have or we don’t trust God will provide for us.  Karen and I have 
helped a countless individuals with their budgets over the years and always challenge 
them to give.  When they started giving, they find that God takes care of their budget 
problems.  Then he closes with one more way they are to be a supportive community, 
devote themselves to good works by helping those who are in crisis or have other 
pressing needs (14).  This may be a reference to Zenas and Apollos or some other 
need in the churches.  Those who have received God’s mercy want to be merciful to 
others.  Again, good works are the fruit of faith, fruit of new spiritual life God has 
imparted to us.   
 


